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November 8 will mark 
100 years since the 
birth of Catholic 
Worker movement co- 
founder Dorothy Day. 
(See announcements 
on page 2.) Along with 
Peter Maurin, Ms. Day 
gave witness to the 
"Catholic Worker idea” 
and forged the most sig- 
nificant Catholic lay 
movement of the twen- 
tieth century in the 
USA. Today over 100 
autonomous Catholic 
Worker comunities -- in 
Europe, Australia, and 
New Zealand, as well 
as in the U.S. -- area 
testament (leaky roff 
and all) to the legacy of 
Ms. Day and the other 
early Catholic Workers. 
We commemorate the 
‘centeyary of Dorothy 
Day in this issue of via 
pacis by reprinting her 
article titled The Mys- 
tery of the Poor. [t 
originally appeared in 
the ic Worker in 
April of 1964. 


One priest had his 
catechism classes 
write us questions as 
to our work after they 
had the assignment in 
religion class to read 
my book The Long 
Loneliness. The ma- 
jority of them asked 
the same question: 
“How can you see 
Christ in People?” 
And we only say: It is 
an act of faith, con- 
stantly repeated. It is 
an act of love, result- 
ing from an act of 
faith. It is an act of 
hope, that we can 
awake these same acts 
in their hearts, too, 
with the help of God, 
and the Works of 
Mercy, which you, our 
readers, help us to do, 
day in and day out 
over the years. 

On Easter Day, on 
awakening late after 
the long midnight ser- 
vices in our parish 


The Mystery of the Poor 


by Dorothy Day 


DOROTHY DAY, 1897-1997. Happy Birthday, Dorothy! 


church, I read over the last chapter 
of the four Gospels and felt that I 
received great light and under- 
standing with the reading of them. 
“They have taken the Lord out of 
His tomb and we do not know 
where they have laid Him,” Mary 
Magdalene said, and we can say 
this with her in times of doubt and 
questioning. How do we know we 
believe? How do we know we in- 
deed have faith? Because we have 
seen His hands and His feet in the 


poor around us. He has shown . 


Himself to us in them. We start by 
loving them for Him, and we soon 
love them for themselves, each one 
a unique person, most special!. . . 

How can IJ help but think of these 
things every time I sit down at 
Chrystie Street or Peter Maurin 


Farm and look around at the tables 
filled with the unutterably poor 
who are going through their long- 
continuing crucifixion. It is most 
surely an exercise in faith for us to 
see Christ in each other. But it is 
through such exercise that we grow 
and the joy of our vocation assures 
us we are on the right path. 

Most certainly, it is easier to be- 
lieve now that the sun warms us, 
and we know that buds will appear 
on the sycamore trees in the waste- 
land across from the Catholic 
Worker office, that life will spring 
out of the dull clods of that littered 
park across the way. There are 
wars and rumors of war, poverty 
and plague, hunger and pain. Still, 
the sap is rising, again there is the 
resurrection of spring, God’s con- 


tinuing promise to us 
that He is with us al- 
ways, with His com- 
fort and joy, if we 
will only ask. 

The mystery of 
the poor is this: 
That they are Jesus, 
and what you do for 
them you do for 
Him. It is the only 
way we-have of 
knowing and believ- 

* ing in our love. The 
mystery of poverty 
is that by sharing in 
it, making ourselves 
poor in giving to 
others, we increase 
our knowledge of 
and belief in love. 
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Celebrate Dorothy Day’s 
100th Birthday 


Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker: 
A Public Conference 
to Commemorate 


the Centenary of Dorothy Day 


October 9-11, 1997 

Marquette University 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
The conference will include presentations and round table 

discussions by scholars and members of the Catholic Worker 
movement, and a performance of Haunted by God, a one- 
woman play about Dorothy Day. 
For more information contact: 
Phil Runkel, Marquette Univ. Libraries, PO Box 3141, 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-3141; ph: (414) 288-7256. 


Birthday Party in Las Vegas, Nevada 


and at the Nuclear Weapons Test Site 


November 7-9, 1997 
Hundreds of Catholic Workers and fellow travelers will gather 
in Las Vegas to honor the life and witness of Dorothy Day with 
celebration, dialogue, and action. 
For more information contact: 
the Las Vegas Catholic Worker, (702) 647-0728 
or Fr. Frank Cordaro, (515) 534-4691. 


“If God pardons Las Vegas, 
he owes Sodom and Gomorrah an apology!" 
~ Ciaron O’Reilly, Australian Catholic Worker 
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Newsletter of the Der Moines Catholic Worker Community 


Bishop Dingman House ~~ 
7310 - 7th Sk. (515) 243-0765 


Magn. Liguiti House 
1301 - Sth SE. (515) 246-9857 


Lazarus House 
1317 - &th St. (515) 246-1499 


Newsletter 
Editor - Amanda Baknson 
Associate Editor Michasl Sprong 
Associate Editor/ Circulation - Frank Covdaro 
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spending. Responsibili- 

ties include: organizing, } 
writing, fundraising, 

coordinating volunteers. | 

For information call: 
Catholic Peace 

Ministry 
at (515) 255-8864. 


10th Anniversary on September 13, 1997 


The public is invited to the OCCW for a 
“feast of song and food and prayer and story 
and witness and healing and gifts and recovery 
and the abundant love of God.” 
| If you can’t make the celebration (because you, say, live 
| in Iowa), send congratulations to them at : 
| O.C. Catholic Worker, 316 Cypress St., Santa Ana, CA ] 
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Into everyone's life a little rain must fall-- : 
Must it fall on us when we're inside? 
' 
We all know that God has promised never to destroy the world with rain and i 
flood again, and the rainbow is our reminder of that promise.However, it would { 
seem that God may allow our houses to be destroyed by rain. Well, maybe that’s # 
not exactly fair. In the spirit of the paralyzed man who was lowered into the 
room with Christ through an opening in the roof, we are steadily growing holes - Hi, | 
in our roof. F Pn 
Perhaps it has more to do with our lack of funds than with a:pure sense of piety, ; Tho} 
but the facts remain: Our roofs have leaks and the rain is coming in -- uninvited. s We ; 
This is where you come in! A! of you, our dedicated friends, have supported } ey 
us through thick and thin. Now it’s time to thicken our thin roofs. A few years : - es 
ago, you generously responded to our appeal for a new roof for Lazarus House. 1 
Now we come to you again with an equally urgent appeal for funds and/or do- Z ae 
nated labor/materials to replace the roofs on Ligutti and Dingman houses. Our § ap 
plan is to raise enough money and mobilize enough help to have new leak-proof : M 
roofs before winter. So if you know a good roofer, know about roofing yourself, » Dam 
or can send a few bucks, we thank you in advance for your generosity. 7 us fo. 
As always, we put ourselves in the hands of our loving Creator, knowing that - study 
with your help and a little humility we will come out alright. 1 came 
Thanks, F open 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker Community tl @ gre: 
: muni 
back | 
| a le ee ie: | you, } 
Celebrate Position | = 
I 10 Years of Community i Available: ‘sg 
mi 
at Anathoth Farm ! Job*opening for: | 
| September 13, 1997 | Director, with u 
I Open House: 1 - 4 p.m. I Catholic Peace | 1s ver 
J Part 5:00 ‘til th h 1 I Ministry and va 
i y at 5:0U p.m. - ‘til the cows come home! I Moi IA to wor 
I Food, bonfire,open mike, fun!! | Des OSS Peace 
| If you’re going to join the party, RSVP: | P pune peson es. 
i 740 Round Lake Rd., Luck, WI || Catholic Peace Ministry |S" Aman 
| (715) 472-8721 j ees peace and 5 Kay 
i ee i justice efforts, focusing Jann, 
| The Orange County (CA) Catholic | on-Central America, iawed 
3 : resisting nuclear weap- 
Worker will also celebrate its ons, reducing military | 
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Please jou us for 


‘Friday Evening Liturg Y 


7:30 p.m. 
Dingman Htouse 


1310 - 7th St. 


Come celebrate the Eucharist and spend time with friends. 


En vetyone is uelcome! 


a ommunity Neuss 


by Carla 
Dawson-Ngamo 


Hi, Everyone! 

I’m late again on my article. 
[hope everyone is doing OK. 
We at the Worker have been 
very busy since the last time 
you got our paper. We’ve also 
seen lots of turnover in the 
community. 

To start out, I'll give you the 
in down on who left. 

Matt McGarry, a Notre 
Dame Student who was with 
us for the summer, has left to 
study abroad in Spain. Matt 
came to the Worker with an 
open mind and heart. He was 
agreat addition to our com- 
munity. Hopefully he’ll be 
back next summer. We miss 
you, Matt. Study hard so you 
can come back and do trans- 
lating for us. Pick it up, Pick 
itup! God Bless. 

Amanda Bahnson, who is a 
recent UNI graduate was also 
with us for the-summer. She 
is very into resistance work, 
and is now looking for a place 
jo work full-time on linking 
peace and environmental is- 
sues. Enjoy the journey, 
Amanda. Peace. 

Kay Meyer and her sons 
Jann, Kary, and Neil have 
moved to Iowa City. Kay has 


a good job there as a carpen- 
ter. I’m sure the boys will 
have a great time once they 
get used to their new sur- 
roundings. Kay has been a 
blessing to the Worker. She 
was always there in a pinch 
to help out. She made us 
some very good bread. The 
Peace Community in DM 
won’t be same without her. 
Our neighborhood will miss 
seeing a little redhead running 
around. I feel like a part of 
me is in Iowa City. Kay, you 
deserve the best, so chin up, 
my sister. Iowa City is very 
lucky to have four of the best 
people I know. Love and 
Peace. 

The Jesuit Volunteers for 
96-97 have also left. Adam 
is down in Maloy at Strang- 
ers and Guests Catholic 
Worker. He is still waiting to 
hear from VISTA about his 
future volunteer service. Kim 
is in Cincinnati working with 
3 & 4 year olds. She isinJVC 
for another year. Peter is 
studying to be a Jesuit priest. 
Meredith is working for JVC 
recruiting new JV’s. She is 
coming back in November to 
join us at the Worker. We will 
miss your Tuesday night sup- 
per with us. You are all in our 
prayers. Good luck and God 
Bless. 
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The new Jesuits for 97-98 
are Megan Reilly, Joanna 
Rodriguez, Peggy Collins, 
Rob Quigley, and Keir Politz. 
They have been here about 
two weeks. They seem like a 
nice group. 

My three sons have been 
busy. Joshua went to Catho- 
lic Youth Camp. He loved it. 
He’s already looking forward 
to next year. Thanks, Jim W.! 

Jordan went camping with 
Fr. Frank and his brother. He 
had a wonderful time. He 
said,"I love to drive the boat." 
Thanks, Cordaro family. 

Josh and Jordan also started 
school early -- July 24. So, 
they have been busy learning. 
Josh turned 8 this summer, so 
he thinks he’s a big guy now. 

My oldest son Julius went 
twice this summer to visit his 


granny in Davenport . Then 
they traveled together to Mis- 
sissippi -- twice! Julius also 
attended basket ball camp in 
Iowa City, and brought home 
two mddals. He also became 
a teenager in August, so now 
I’m in for more adventure. 
Julius just started 8th grade, 
and is very excited about see- 
ing all of his friends. 
munity: Richard just finished 
taking summer classes. He’s 
visiting a cousin in Texas. 
Michael has a part time job up 
the street at Mid-K. While we 
were closed for two weeks in 
July, Michael and Matt did 
the floors at Dingman House. 
Eddie painted Ligutti House 
and did some odds and ends 
around the house. 

Norman has been keeping 


The 1996-97 Des Moines Jesuit Volunteer Corp (L to R) were Adam Schwarze, Meredith Bruns, 
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the yards up at the house. He 
has also been doing yard work 
for some of the neighbors. 

As you can tell we’ve been 
really busy. We are always 
looking for people to join us 
in our work. If you have a 
free afternoon, come by. We 
can put you to work. 

We at the Worker are here 
because we have so many 
people who support what we 
try to do. If your group or 
organization would like 
someone to come and talk 
about) the work of our com- 
munity, feel free to call us at 
243-0765. 

T hope this article finds you 
well. God bless each and ev- 
ery one who supports what we 
do. Keep us in your prayers 
and we will do the same. 


Peter Nguyen, and Kimberly Laba. Photo by Fr. Frank Cordaro. 


Norman's Whereabouts 


by Norman Searah 


I thought I would start this 
atticle with a thank-you to ev- 
ayone who wrote letters of 
support for me to Magistrate 
Jaudzemus [see vp Spring 
1997 - edj. I also want to 
thank Chuck Hannan, my at- 
fomey and friend; all of my 
friends who joined me in the 
courtroom; and those who 
were at the pre-trial Mass. 
Thanks to Fr. Jack McCaslin 
who celebrated the Mass, and 
to Peg Gallagher for hosting 
aparty the night before the 
tral. 

-[ thank Fr. Frank Cordaro 
who has been more than a 
fiend to me throughout six- 
teen years of doing hospital- 
ity, protesting, traveling, 
through good times and bad - 
-all interesting. 

And a thanks also to Jo 
Peterson and Kathleen 
Granger and her son Joseph. 
Im sorry for the way the 
judge treated you. 


I realize I should send these 
thank-yous by letter. The 
thing is I’m not much ofa let- 
ter-writer. Nor am I a phone 
person (my Mother could tell 
you that). 

Besides accepting my sen- 
tence of five years probation 
and a suspended six-month 
ptison term, I was ordered to 
write a letter of apology to the 
prosecutor and the base com- 
mander at Offutt. In my letter 
to the base commander I 
asked him to reply so I would 
know he received it and per- 
haps do some dialoging with 
him. 

After receiving my sen- 
tence, I wanted to tell the 
judge she was wrong about 
my friends and what I was 
feeling. But before I could say 
anything she was gone. Be- 
sides my friends being hurt, I 
was and still am hurt. 

I'll admit that I’m a simple 
person, slow inalot of things. 
I realize I have a dark side, 
like everyone else. Which 
means that I have a mind of 


my own, and I have a voice. I 
may not be good at commu- 
nicating things to others, but 
T try. 

For now I keep busy doing 
yard work around the com- 
munity, working on Dingman 
House basement, doing recy- 
cling, and whatever else I can 
do to help. I got a part-time 
job as a dishwasher in an of- 
fice building downtown. 

I’m finding things interest- 
ing due to the fact that it’s 
been almost seventeen years 
since I last held a paying job 
-- with benefits. I wear a white 
shirt and tie, pressed pants, 
and black work shoes ... 
something you hardly ever 
see a Catholic Worker wear- 
ing. I walk to work in the 
morning for exercise, then 
take the bus home. 

At my job I come into con- 
tact with a wide range of 
people: Black, White, Asian, 
Hispanic. Some are handi- 
capped. We all share in the 
work. Like all jobs, it does 
have its bad side. I work six 


hours a day, and by the time I 
clock out and go home, I feel 
like I worked more than eight 
hours. A good part of the 
money I earn goes to my car, 
a Geo-Metro that I inherited 
from the Worker (which in- 
herited it from Frank). To me 
Geo-Metro’s are the 
Volkswagon of the Nineties. 
I have alot of repairs to do on 
it before I take a trip back 
home, someday. 

I’ve been learning about 
having diabetes. When I first 
learned that I had it and what 
it can do to me, I was afraid 
to even talk about it. I realize 
what I have can kill nie and 
hurt me more than any judge- 
ment or judge, so I have to 
work with it and try to take 
care of myself better. I guess 
because of having diabetes, 
I’ ve been getting back into the 
Bible and church. You see, I 
got into running from myself, 
the disease, and other people. 
Lhurt some people during that 
time, I’m sorry. 

I’ve been doing well on my 


wood carving. I’m hopingto 
go to a couple of wood carv- 
ing shows to learn more. Also, 
I’ve been building plastic 
models, like the ones I used 
to b uild when I was a teen- 
ager. 

Before I close, I would like 
to share a short poem, one 
shared with me by a friend 
many years ago: 


“The Meaning of Faith” 


Faith is more than a word 
It’s a feeling deep and true 


That with every passing hour 
Hope is born anew 


Faith means having courage 
to know 
as days go by 


Then just as long as 
faith lives on 

then hope 

can never die! 


Thanks, 
Norman 


by Matt McGarry 


After three extremely short 
months, the time has come for 
me to take my leave of the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker. 
I know, however, that the 
Worker will never leave me. 
My life has been permanently 
changed for the better by the 
days I have spent here. 

But now I must leave to ful- 
fill other obligations, and I do 
so with a heavy heart. Times 
of transition have always been 
times of reflection for me, and 
this one is no different. In the 
time I have been here, much 
has been made of the role of 
hospitality in the Worker, 
mostly by people far more 
eloquent and informed than I. 
I wish to add my voice to 
those proclaiming the virtues 
of hospitality. _ 

Even though I have only 
begun to realize what the 
word “hospitality” truly 


On Hospitality 


means, it is one of the most 
important realizations of my 
life. Before I arrived at the 
Worker, [ had a vision of my- 
self coming to help those who 
werefless fortunate than I. I 
was Unsure of my motives for 
coming, it just felt like the 
right thing to do. It is only 
now that I realize I wasn’t 
coming here to service any- 
thing, I was coming to offer 
and receive hospitality. 

My mendacity was typical 
of people of my age, race, and 
economic status. Helping the 
poor was nice, but it was 
something you could do from 
a distance, on occasion, and 
the giving was strictly a one 
way street. In retrospect, I all 
but laugh at my own. igno- 
Trance. 

It is hospitality that forms 
the bridge from such high- 
minded charity to genuine 
compassion. To be hospitable, 
one not only gives, but also 
receives. The love and under- 
standing I have received here 


are infinitely more valuable 
than any loaf of bread or pair 
of shoes I might have given. 
Hospitality forces you to 
genuinely care about the per- 
son you are helping, to enter 
into their suffering, and in so 
doing, to become more like 
Christ. 

You cannot help someone 
else from a distance. You 
need to walk with them, in 
body and in spirit. Hospital- 
ity is the “care” without which 
any “cure” is impossible. The 
Worker is the perfect setting 
for just such selfless caring. 
People can come into the 
Worker and just be people for 
a little while. There is no. com- 
petition, no struggle, just a hot 
cup of coffee and a place to 
rest your feet. Anyone can 
come here and be at home 
with friends. The needs of the 
body are nourished along with 
those of the soul. 

I realize now that we are all 
poor in one way or another, if 
not in money, then in spirit. 


It is only by loving our neigh- 
bor and giving freely of our- 
selves that we may become 
rich. I thank God for the 


Matt McGarry and Carla's oldest son, Julius johnson, spending the 
weekend in Fr. Frank's rectory. Photo by Fr. Frank Cordaro. 


Catholic Worker and for all 
those who support it. Take 
care, I will miss you, my 
friends. 


Save the Family Farm! Use Crop Residue for Paper Fiber 


by Amanda Bahnson 


As an environmental activ- 
ist, my tendency is more of- 
ten than not to look for cam- 
paigns that end the suffering 
of Our Mother, the Earth. 
However, as a Catholic 
Worker, I also feel the need 
to support efforts that end the 
human suffering I see all 
around me. The campaign I 
am currently working on 
bridges the gaps between the 
two. Agricultural crop resi- 
due (ACR) is everything left 
over after the grain is har- 
vested from a cereal crop. It 
includes wheat straw, rice 
straw, and corn stover. By 
using these fibers for paper 
production, we hope to save 
two things: our Old Growth 
Forests and our Family 
Farms. Each of these goals 
is extremely important to our 
planet’s future. 

If we are to convince the 
world to stop cutting old 
growth trees, we must provide 
them with an alternative to 
their current sources of lum- 
ber, furniture, and paper. 
ACR is on the cutting edge of 
such alternatives. Right now, 
the vast majority of the wood 
harvest comes from clear-cuts 
of ancient forests. That is, 
rather than cutting trees from 
tree farms a few at a time, log- 
ging companies cut entire 


hillsides of virgin timber, 
thereby destroying not only 
the trees, but alsb the entire 
ecosystem that goes with 
them. 

Currently, there are over 
250 million tons of surplus 
agricultural crop residues in 
North America. If all of this 
fiber were converted to agri- 
pulp (which is what we call 
paper pulp made from agri- 
cultural fibers) it would pro- 
duce the same amount of pa- 
per pulp as 2.5 million Dou- 
glas fir trees, each with a di- 
ameter of 150cm. It takes a 
Douglas fir 250 years to grow 
to that size, but the same 
amount of fiber in the form of 
crop residue is available each 
year. 

In addition to avoiding the 
destniction of so many trees, 
using crop residues for paper 
fiber would provide extra in- 
come for farmers. This is an 
important consideration inan 
age of the corporatization of 
farming, where the small fam- 
ily farmers are being bank- 
rupted in favor of huge, un- 
sustainable facilities. 

Most farmers in the Mid- 
west currently do not sell their 
crop residue. Sometimes it is 
used for bedding or feed for 
animals, but more often it is 
left on the fi¢ld. If all of the 
farmers in Iowa sold their 
ACR to be made into agri- 
pulp, they would sollect ap- 
proximately 294,000 tons of 


excess fiber each year (1). 
The going rate for this type of 
fiber for paper pulping (rather 
than for agricultural use) is 
$40 per ton. The farmers 
would collectively gain 
$11,600,000 in annual in- 
come. 

When we talk about remov- 
ing the excess fiber from the 
fields, many people raise con- 
cems about soil erosion and 
fertility. For all grain crops, 
it is more desirable to prac- 
tice a form of no-till agricul- 
ture, whether the fiber is har- 
vested after the grain is or not. 
No-till agriculture means that 
the soil is never plowed. 
Rather, the root systems and 
a short portion of the stalk are 
left in position. They hold the 
soil in place until the next 
crop can be planted around 
the remains. In actuality, it is 
better for most crops to have 
the bulk of the excess above 
the ground removed. If it is 


not extracted, it can cause 
stem rot during the next grow- 
ing season, and is often sim- 
ply in the way of the next 
planting. Only corn requires 
that a sizeable portion of the 
fiber be left in place for soil 
fertility. For this crop, we 
advocate leaving approxi- 
mately 40% of the fiber in the 
field. 

Facilities owned by 
Arbokem, Inc., which cur- 
tently exist in Alberta, 
Canada, and in California op- 
erate on the model developed 
by its founder, Al Wong. His 
process uses all non-toxic 
chemicals, including non- 
chlorine bleaching. Addi- 
tionally, the chemicals and all 
the waste minerals from the 
process are gathered at the 
end to be used as a fertilizer. 
This means not only that there 
are no toxic wastes to be dis- 
posed of at the end of the pro- 
cess, but also that the small 


amount of excess that is pro- 


duced becomes an additional 
product which can be used to 
benefit the farmer. This isa 
vast improvement over the 
tree paper industry, which is 
responsible for large amounts 
of pollution. 

There is a long row to hoe 
before we can achieve our 
goal of turning the Great 
Plains into the fiber source for 
paper. Currently, there are no 
paper pulping plants in the 
Midwest that are pulping crop 
residues. In order to have 
such facilities built, we will 
have to convince investors 
that there is sufficient market. 
for alternative fiber paper. 
This will require an extensive 
campaign. Right now, 
Rainforest-Action Groups and 
Student Environmental Ac- 
tion Coalition members in the 
Midwest are asking their lo- 
cal colleges, universities, and 
(continued on page 5...) 


(cont 


Friday Afternoon Free Food Store “Thank Yous!” 


| by Ed Bloomer 


A big thank you to our 
fiends at Capital Fruit for 
jonating a pick-up truck 
bad of fresh produce every 
Friday for our Free Food 
Store give away. Their 
weekly donation of fresh 
woduce is the bulk of what 
sdistributed to families in 
eed of help with food. 
Between 40 to 60 people 
flow up at Dingman House 
very Friday afternoon 
yound 2 p.m. to get in line 
forthe free food give away. 
fiends, neighbors and 
olks from around the city, 
people who are Black, 
asian, Hispanic and White, 
il in need of food, make 
heir way to our back yard. 

ere are many children in 
he crowd too. Folks are 


wontinued from page 4. . .) 
ummunities to alter their 


/ ehasing policies to favor 


sper made from crop resi- 
mes. By approaching such 
irge consumers of paper 
moducts, we hope to create 
demand riecessary for this 
sdeavor. 

We have already completed 
me step in our campaign, 
hich is to organize farmers 
provide the necessary fiber. 
thout 300 farmers in Iowa 
nd Indiana are already orga- 
ized into the “Midwest Com 
hover Cooperative.” Collec- 
ively, they will provide 
mough fiber to keep two agri- 
ilp plants in business. That 
jnot nearly the number that 
wuld be necessary to pulp all 
ithe fiber available in the 
fidwest, but it is certainly a 
sod start. 

There are two things we 
jan to accomplish with this 
ampaign: to Save Our Old 
jowth Forests and to Save 
ir Family Farms. Each of 
iese goals is extremely im- 
jtant to our planet’s future. 
iy turning the Great Plains 
40 the Fiber Source for Pa- 
it, we can accomplish both 


ivthem. 


! Based on-size of 1994 crop. 
994, approximately 490,000 
ims of corn were produced in 
ma. For every ton of grain pro- 
teed, one ton of fiber is also 
qoduced. If we recover 60% of 
fiber from this crop (leaving 
Mhfor soil fertility), we gather 
Wpoximately 294,000 tons of 
ties fiber . 
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welcomed to go through 
the line as many times as 
they wish, or until the food 
Tuns out. 

We are also very grateful 
to Dowling High School 
Baseball Coach Ed Mauro 
and his baseball players for 
showing up regularly this 
summer to help with food 
distribution. We can al- 
ways use a couple of extra 
hands on Friday after- 
noons. Fee] free to drop by 
and help. 

Our community is blessed 
to offer this extra bit of nu- 
tritious food to our friends, 
and you wouldn’t believe 
how important this is to so 
many of the poor and hun- 
gry people in our city. So 
let’s keep getting the 
staples to the tables of the 
folks who need it the 
most.... 


Get Involved 


in the 


Crop Residue 
for Paper Fiber 
Campaign!! 


There are many ways that you 
can get involved in this cam- 
paign. You can help to lobby 
your school or community to 
change their purchasing 
policy to favor paper made 
from crop residue. You can 
talk to farmers about joining 
us In our endeavors. You may 
have contacts with people 
who would like to mvest in 
this type of project. We would 
appreciate any type of help 
you can offer! 


by Michael Burrell 


Hello. Although I have al- 
teady been introduced to read- 
Sers through the pages of this 
enewsletter, I want to take this 
$ opportunity to make a more for- 
®mal introduction and share 
$some things about myself with 
®you: My name is Mike Burrell, 
sand I am the latest long-term 


Contact: 

Amanda Bahnson 
Chautauqua Council, 
Rainforest Action Network 
PO Box 407 

Jefferson, IA 50129 
515-386-4325 


Inside & Out 


The women and men listed below were listed in the May 1997 
issue of The Nuclear Resister as being imprisoned in the U.S. for 
acts of non-violent resistance to nuclear weapons and war.. 


Name ID# (if needed) (sentence) 
prison or support address 
(action & date - in date or out date if Known) 


Cumberland Co. Jail, 36 Co. Way, Portland, ME 04102 
Susan Crane Cumberland Co. Jail, 50 Co. Way, Portland, ME 04102 
(Prince of Peace Plowshares direct disarmament action of USS 
Sullivans, 2/14/97 - awaiting sentencing) 


Photo by Frank Cordaro. 


ay. 


Michael Burrell (right) hangs out next to the Peace Pole in front of Dingman House with his friend Roy Clarke. 


Photo by Frank Cordaro. 


member of the DMCW. I’ve 
spent the last year in service to 
the community. In that short 
period time I feel I have come 
almost full circle. I have come 
from being homeless myself to 
serving my brothers and sisters 
who are in the situation I was in 
not long ago. I am truly blessed 
and grateful for the changes in 
my life. Anything is possible 
once we accept God’s grace. 
My immediate goals are to 


Fr Car] Kabat, OMI 03230045 (3 1/2 years) 
Teller Unite/FPC, P O Box 5000, Florence CO. 81226-5000 


Dowling baseball coach Ed Mauro (right) was very helpful on Friday afternoons this summer. 


strive for spiritual enhance- » 
ment and to become more in- ® 
volved in Catholic Worker af- ; 
fairs, as well as in neighbor- ® 
hood issues. = 
Tlook forward to meeting and @ 
working with all our friends ¢ 
and supporters. Drop by the ® 
house sometime for coffee and $ 
a visit. We may put you to ® 
work, but, you know, that’s part . 
of our name. Peace. e 
S 


(Violation of parole from 1984 “Silo Pruning Hooks” Mo. missile 
silo disarmament action, due to “Good Friday April Fool Plow- 
shares” disarmament of ND nuclear missile silo, 4/1/94 - out 8/ 
98) 


Michele Naar-Obed 15007-056 (18 mounts - out 11/97) 

Unit G-E1B, PMB 1000, Tallahassee, FL 32301 

(Jubilee Plowshares” direct disarmament of Tomahawk missile 
launcher on USS Greenville, 8/7/95) 
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The Flap Over Fr. Frank’s (Threatened) Excommunication 


Some Explanation is Necessary 


How did the newspapers get the story? 

Both the Des Moines Register and the National Catholic Reporter 
are on the Iowa Call to Action mailing list. They both received the 
IA CTA June mailing which included copies of the following two 


letters: 
t 


. 


May 30, 1997 
Reverend and dear Father Frank Cordaro 
The Most Reverend Bishop of Lincoln has asked me to commu- 

nicate to you this information: 
You have no faculties to celebrate or perform any liturgical or eccle- 
siastical acts or functions in the Diocese of Lincoln, including the 
celebration of Holy Mass, the hearing of confessions, and preach- 
ing. You are forbidden to celebrate or perform any liturgical or eccle- 
siastical acts or functions in the Diocese of Lincoln, and this prohi- 
bition is in perpetuity. 

This communication is also a canonical warning. Any violation 
of this prohibition will be punished with a decree of excommunica- 
tion. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Msgr. Thorburn, Chancellor, Diocese of Lincoln NE 
cc: Bishop Joseph Charron, C.PP.S 


June 5, 1997 
Dear Father Cordaro 

Bishop Charron forwarded to me a copy of the letter sent by 
Monsignor Thorburn. Frank, I want you to know that if you do in- 
cur excommunication from the Bishop of Lincoln canonically that 
will have repercussions for your ministry in the Diocese of Des 
Moines. 


With every best wish, I remain 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Msgr. Beeson, Vicar General, Diocese of Des Moines 


Pamela Schaeffer, a reporter from the NCR was the first to contact 
and interview Fr. Frank. Schaeffer’s article appeared in the July 18th 
issue of the NCR. 

Once the NCR article hit the national news wires, the Register 
picked up on the story. With a copy of the IA CTA mailing in hand, 
reporter John Carlson from the Register phoned and interviewed 
Fr. Frank for a July 16th article. 

At the same time, and probably as a response to the NCR article 
and calls from the Register, the Lincoln Diocese issued their own 
public statement giving their reasons why Bishop Bruskewitz is 
threatening Fr. Frank with excommunication. 


Excerpted from an article that appeared in the July 16, 1997 edi- 
tion of the Des Moines Register: 


Priest’s actions upset Catholic church officials 
The Rev. Frank Cordaro faces excommunication if he minis- 
ters to a Nebraska group again 


... A year ago, the bishop of the Lincoln diocese, Fabian Bruskewitz, 
ordered the excommunication of Call to Action members in Lin- 
coln. Cordaro said the May meeting, at which he performed an “un- 
official liturgy,” was to commemorate the anniversary of 
Bruskewitz’s excommunication order. 

“We gathered to stand in solidarity with reform-minded Catholics 
in Lincoln who are being repressed,” said Cordaro, pastor of Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church in Lacona. “Mostly we were trying to de- 
fend the idea that Catholics can follow their conscience and that 
they can disagree and still be good Catholics.” 

Cordaro said a report on the Lincoln meeting-was featured in "The 
National Catholic Reporter" newspaper. 

"I was quoted in the article as saying that I’m a pnest in good 
standing and you are Catholics in good standing, let us begin. That 
caused the problem, I think.” 

Cordaro said if he "so much as stood on a church steps in Lincoln 
and blessed a rosary,” he would be excommunicated from the church. 

The Lincoln Diocese issued a blistering statement about Cordaro 
on Tuesday, saying he has constantly challenged the church through 
what it says are false statements. 

“Rev. Frank Cordaro has a history of ridiculing Catholic teach- 
ings, grossly insulting the Pope, and propagating false doctrine 
through his statement to the press and letters to newspaper editors, 
said Thorburn. “The Nebraska Call to Action group, in spite of its 
knowledge that priests were forbidden to perform any ministerial 
acts at their meeting in the Diocese of Lincoln, invited Cordaro to 


via pacis 


Fr. Frank celebrating Mass. Photo by the Nonpareil, Council Bluffs. 


provide a Mass at their small 
gathering in Lincoln.” 

“Rev. Cordaro disrespected 
canonical propriety as well as 
disregarded common courtesy 
by accommodating this anti- 
Catholic organization. This ca- 
nonical warning of the penalty 
of excommunication is entirely 
appropriate in this circum- 
stance.” 

Cordaro said the “whole idea 
of excommunication is absurd. 
But these are the kinds of things 
you take in stride, you just have 
to go on. The Call to Action or- 
ganization wants to make it a 
better church.” 


Excerpted from an article that 
appeared in the July 23,1997 
edition of the Record-Herald 
and Indianola Tribune: 


Priest serves two masters 
Cordaro wrestles with church 
decree, his own conscience 


.. “I can’t in good conscience 
shut up,” he said. To Cordaro, 
Jesus was a social activist as well 
as a divine being, so following 
Jesus’ example means speaking 
out even in the face of harsh con- 
Sequences. ... 

Monsignor Timothy 
Thorburn, chancellor of the [Lin- 
coln] diocese, said the [Call to 
Action] group’s rejection of 
church teachings lead to the ac- 
tion. 

“Tt’s an anti-Catholic organiza- 
tion that rebels against the Catho- 
lic Church,” he said. “I think it’s 
entirely dishonest for someone to 
say ‘I am a Catholic, yet reject 
what the church teaches.”” ... 

.... A Statement from the [Lin- 
coln] diocese also criticized 
Cordaro for “ridiculing Catholic 
teaching, grossly insulting the 
Pope and propagating false doc- 
trine.” ... 

... That statement is categori- 
cally wrong, Cordaro said. Al- 
though he has disagreed with the 
church, he said he has never ridi- 
culed, insulted or misrepresented 
it. The hierarchy in Lincoln is 
overreacting to dissent, he said, 
excommunicating people with- 
out charity or discussion. 

“That’s the tragedy in Lincoln 
-- reform minded Catholics are 
under great duress,” Cordaro 
said. “It’s so un-Christian, and 
uncalled-for.” ... 


..- ‘In the Vatican, they believe 
the issue of ordination of women 
is settled ... that’s just not good 
enough,” Cordaro said. “When 
achurch says you can't talk about 
something that’s not settled, 
that’s just wrong.” ... 

Cordaro said he isn’t calling 
for women’s ordination but try- 
ing to keep a discussion going on 
the issue. Women were more in- 
volved in church functions in the 
early days of Christianity, the 
first century A.D., and the mod- 
ern Catholic Church has to catch 


up. 


National CTA Conf. 
Nov 14-16 in Detroit: 
Fr. Frank To Give 
Workshop 


This year’s National CTA 
Conf. will be in Detroit, MI, 
on the weekend of Nov. 14 - 
16. Also, for the first time, 
Fr. Frank has been asked to 
lead a workshop at the Con- 
ference. His topic will be 
“Following the Nonviolent 
Jesus: A Call for a Resistance 
Church.” 


tion does not take a stand. 


DMCW Community 
Supports Fr. Frank and 


Iowa Call to Action 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community god 
on record in support of Fr. Frank Cordaro and thee 
forts of IA CTA to reform the Catholic Church. W 
believe that gender equality of ordained ministry a 
an inclusive leadership and decision making structum 
in the Catholic Church is both necessary and desi 
able. We add our voices to those who urge an opt 
and free discussion within the Church on these ma 
ters. We know that Catholic Workers can and do dif 
agree on issues of Church reform, and that in area 
of internal Church reform, our Catholic Worker trath 


Next Iowa CTA Meeting 


Oct. 4, 10 am 
Friends Meeting House 
42nd & Grand 
For more info. contact Helen Oster, [A CTA Chairpen 
at (515)223-5031 


Summer 97 


Why is Fr. Frank 
doing this? 


(The following appeared in 
Frank Cordaro’s column int 
July 20, 1997 Holy Trinity of 
Warren Co church bulletin.) 


These are trying times foray 
Church. Most Catholics are uy 
comfortable when our "interni 
Church disagreements are aif 
in the public media. I am tos, 
wish it did not have to be tii 
way. 

And yet despite the publicer 
barrassment, I believe our 
To Action efforts are necessdh 
and prophetic. It’s all part of 
painful journey we Catholit 
find ourselves in these times 
we seék to follow in the spirits 
our founder, Jesus. 

In May of 1994, Pope Jas 
Paul II stated, as he has on oth 
occasions, that women will new 


be ordained to the priesthood Sam 
the Catholic Church. the fi 
The Pope also said that thea)” Offats 
sue was settled, once and for 5 
g mm 
for the Catholic Church. Andi get 
gave a directive that all dis. h 
sion questioning and advot# fight f 
Sam 


surrounding the issues 
women’s ordination shoul 
cease within the Church. 

In our society any silencing 
open and free discussion invit 
public outcry. Truth is, we 
just beginning to discuss ther 
of women in the Cathol 
Church. Now is no time to¢ 
off discussion. 

Pope John Paul IT is a great 
holy man. He is a great and He 
Pope. I mean no disrespect 
him or the Papacy. I simplyé 
agree with the Pope on this! 
sue. Furthermore, I don’t bell 
that this issue is a central ta 
of our Catholic Faith. It’s so 
thing that Catholics can disag 
on and remain good Catholic 


Shut Down the 
School of the Americas! 


*SOA Watch in Columbus, GA reports that the U.S. House of 
Representatives may vote as soon as early September on an amend- 
ment to the ForéigiAppropriations Bill that would cut 25% of 
SOA’s operating budget. 


*November 16, 1997: Vigil, Prayer, Action 
Ft. Benning, Columbus, GA 


— A ee i 


- - e On November 14, acaravan will leave from Omaha, Des Moines, 
See bi fg : and Cedar Rapids bound for Ft. Benning in Columbus, Georgia. 

bicel Protesters gathered at OffuttAir Force Base onAugust 6 to commemorate the bombing of Hiroshima and There we will join at least 1000 others in the protest and civil 

our Callie 12224 duringWorldWar Il. Pictured above are three of seven participants (Ito r) jim Durdin,Jo Peterson, disobedience planned for November 16. (The eighth anniversary 

eceu and Ed Bloomer. Photo by Frank Cordaro. of the assasination of the six Jesuits and two women co-workers 

xtcell at the University of Central America in San Salvador.) 

atholies Transportation costs for those in the caravan is $60 per person. 


Participants will need to provide their own food. 


times as The Sam Day & Fr. Frank Cordaro 
Fall Iowa College Speaking Tour. 
Oct. 28th - Nov. 4th 


For more information about lodging, food or the action at the SOA, 
contact: 

Robert-Notman Cook: (515) 288-7775 

or Catholic Peace Ministry: (515) 255-8114. 


Sam Day and Fr Frank Cordaro will take to the roads of Iowa the last week of October and 
first couple days of Nov. to talk about Nuclear Weapons, the Strategic Command at 
ifutt Air Force Base and the urgent need to resist them nonviolently. The tour is a recruit- 
effort to encourage college students to participate in this year’s Feast of the Holy Inno- 
mis Retreat and StratCom Headquarters Witness and Line Crossing (see announcement at 
cht for details). 

Sam and Fr. Frank will be speaking at Drake University in Des Moines Oct. 28th, Simpson 
bllege in Indianola Oct. 29th, Grinnell College in Grinnell Oct. 31st and Buena Vista 
lege in Storm Lake Nov. 3 & 4. Anyone interested in attending the college speaking 
sents can contact Fr. Frank Cordaro at (515) 534-4691. 


Check the SOA Watch 
Web Page 


http://www.derechos.org/soaw/ 


The Lakes and Prairies 
Life Coimmunity - Omaha 


invites you to join us for: 


The 19th Annual 
Feast of the Holy Innocents 
Retreat, Witness & Line Crossing: 
STRATCOM Headquarters - 
Dec. 26-28, 1997 


Offutt Air Force Base (AFB) has served as the home of 
our nation’s strategic nuclear weapons targeting and com- 
mand headquarters, formerly the Strategic Air Command 
(SAC), now the Strategic Command (StratCom). For 51 
years, Offutt AFB has held the rest of the world under a 
threat of global nuclear annihilation. Come help us expose, 
confront and convert this God-awful institution. This year's 
retreat will be hosted at the UNO Religious Center in 
Omaha, NE. . 

The program will include a Friday night Christmas Party. 
On Saturday, we'll drive to Offutt AFB and read St. 
Matthew’s Infant Narrative. Nonviolence Training, Com- 
munity Building, Bible Study and Prayer will also take place 
on Saturday. The weekend will end with a Vigil and Line 
Crossing at Offutt AFB Sunday Dec. 28th. 

*This year’s retreat and witness is an excellent opportu- 
nity for people who want a beginning experience in non- 
violent civil disobedience. We urge interested people to par- 
ticipate even if they do not intend to "cross the line." 

* Anyone who is consjdering doing the "Line Crossing" 
should plan on being with us for the full retreat. Any ex- 
ceptions to this requirement for line crossers must be cleared 
with the group. 

*Omaha area friends and supporters are encouraged to 
join us at any time during the gathering, especially for the 
witness & line crossing on Sunday, Dec. 28th. 

*Hospitality is available by request. , 

*If you need child-care or have special needs, please con- 
tact us as soon as possible. , 

*For more information or to preregister for the retreat/ 
witness, write to Fr. Frank Cordaro, PO Box 145, Lacona, 
IA, Or, call Fr Frank at (515)534-4691 or Jo Peterson at 
(402) 556-9057. . 


Fr:Frank Cordaro receiving ban and bar’ letters from OffuttAir force Base Security after 
Memorial Day Line Crossing May 29, 1994. Photos by Jo Peterson. 


Public Talk, Nonviolence Training, 


& All Saints Day Party & Dance 
in Des Moines Oct. 31st & Nov. 1 


What is the Strategic Command Headquarters & Why We Must Resist Nonviolently.” 
\ Presentation and Dialogue: Hosted by Sam Day and Fr. Frank Cordaro. 
pen to the Public & Free Will Offering 


fet Guinn’s Fire Station 
i041 - 8th St. (at 8th St. and 235), Des Moines 


mviolence Training Session/Community Building 
Siiurday, November 1, 1997 - 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

mache! United Methodist Church 

1909 MLK, Jr. Parkway, Des Moines 


Saints Day Party & Dance 2 
faturing Live Entertainment by "Relative Minor:" 
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Des Moines Catholic Worker BULK RATE 
P.O. Box 4551, Des Moines, [A 50306 U.S. neared 
PAI 


Address Service Requested 


This is our Conspicuous Begging Section. 


Are you a roofer? (See cover & page two.) Do you know a roofer? Do you enjoy the satisfaction of 
being part of a successful roofing project? No kidding... 

The roofs of Ligutti House and Dingman House need to be replaced! 
Our roofs are only our most pressing needs right now. Beyond the roofs, all three houses need repairs. 
Some are major repairs, others are not so major. There is skilled and unskilled work alike. There is 
something to do for everybody and anybody who wants to help. Come and pick a fix-it job that fits your 

1 liking and skills. 
Financially, we run our entire operation on direct donations. 

The via pacis is our main vehicle for soliciting donations. When did you last send the D.M.C.W. a 
donation? Now would be a great time! We can always use the extra cash, especially with all of the 
repairs that need to be done. 

And we need more people to join us in our work! 

We are in need of more live-in community members, We are down to three full-time people - Carla, 
Eddie, and Michae! - to do the hospitality. If you can't make a major life-style change right now, 

consider volunteering a couple of hours a week. We could really use the help. 
Finally, we are always in need of your prayers, personal support, and 
love. Without them we could not exist! 


DES MOINES, IA 
PERMIT NO.4171 


